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FOR EMPLOYEES
A correspondent inquires:
Would you advise the servants of railway companies, European firms and
others who do not want their servants to subscribe to national funds or
wear khadi, to resign in obedience to the Congress call?
I should have thought that such a question could not require solu-
tion at this almost the last stage In the struggle. The surprise to me
is that any person can still remain in an office where he cannot
follow his religion or maintain self-respect. That hundreds of clerks
find it impossible to leave their offices although they are prevented
from wearing the life-giving khadi or subscribing openly to a
national fund, shows the depth to which we have sunk. It did not
require the stern lesson of non-co-operation to learn the elements
of self-respect. And yet that is just what non-co-operation has
been doing all these months. I commend to every employee the
example of the brave Vizagapatam medical students who would
not leave their khadi dress for the sake of being able to remain in
their school.1
CHIRALA-PERALA
The brave people of these little places are still continuing their
fight.2 Their leader Mr. Gopala Krishnayya is in jail. But they
have not lost heart. They are still in their huts. A letter before
me says:
The people have remained firm. The fact that some of the most promi-
nent leaders in the village have been but recently prosecuted for omission
to pay the municipal taxes and have cheerfully gone to jail, has made
them firmer in their resolve not to go back to the village. At the present
moment both the villages are strong in their determination to stick to the
position they have taken up in spite of all the losses, hardships and pri-
vations which the evacuation has brought upon them. There are some
poor people whose huts have fallen down and some more requiring new
huts.
It is such stuff from which swaraj can be evolved. There should
be no demoralization when the leaders are gone, and there should
be no surrender in the face of fire.
Toung India, 3-11-1921
1  Vide "Notes",  17-11-1921, under the sub-title "Brave Students";   also
"Notes", 24-11-1921, under the sub-title "More about Medical Students".
2 Vide "Chirala-Perala", 25-8-1921.